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Wolves are elusive, wary, and difficult to observe, making them one of the world’s least understood animals,  
and sadly, one of North America’s most persecuted. More than 30 years ago, we set out to deepen our 
understanding of this secretive canid, investigating the inner workings of a wolf pack by living in the  
midst of one. Through this intimate lens, we discovered a world of cooperation, communication,  
and profound social bonds—insights that have shaped our mission ever since.

Education has always been at the heart of what we do at Living with Wolves. This mission goes 
beyond dispelling myths; it inspires meaningful action and leaves a lasting impression on future 
generations. One story stands out, when a 10-year-old aspiring biologist contacted us for advice. 
Nearly two decades later, that same individual wrote, “With graduation on the horizon as a 
senior majoring in Wildlife Management and Conservation, I want to thank you again for the 
work you’ve done. Your response to a young kid all those years ago shaped my path in ways 
you could never imagine.” Stories like these reaffirm our belief in the power of education 
to inspire change.

Nearly 30 years after gray wolves were reintroduced to the American West, political 
and legal battles continue to rage as opposing factions decide the fate of America’s 
recovering wolf population. Year after year, the body count increases as wolves 
are ruthlessly killed, largely because they are deemed inconvenient to human 
interests. Misunderstanding continues to overshadow the truth about these 
intelligent, social animals.

Wolves still need a voice, and we remain committed to educating people about 
this misunderstood animal in the best way we know how: by revealing the true 
nature of wolves as it was revealed to us. Sharing what the wolves taught us 
is our way of keeping the memory of the Sawtooth Pack alive and honoring  
our commitment to help the wolves who still struggle for survival today.

Thank you for your continued support. 

Jim and Jamie Dutcher 
Founders, Living with Wolves

D e a r  F r i e n d s ,



Where Wolves  
Grow Old 
Great Bear Rainforest of British Columbia

A D V A N C I N G  R E S E A R C H

In the territory of the Haí†zaqv and neighboring Nations on the West 
coast of what is now called British Columbia, bears and wolves swim to 
and from the rugged coastal islands. This is rainforest country, where 
the sea and land feed one another in a continuous cycle.

Unlike most places, wolves in the Great Bear Rainforest are relatively 
free from human persecution, making it one of the few regions in  
the world where wolves can grow old. Far from being a so-called  
“wilderness” devoid of people, wolves and humans here live side  
by side, as they have for millennia.

Dr. Kyle Artelle, a researcher with the Center for Native People and the 
Environment and the Department of Environmental Biology at SUNY 
College of Environmental Science and Forestry in Syracuse, New York, 
alongside the Heiltsuk Integrated Resource Management Department 
(HIRMD), is leading a groundbreaking study on wolf ecology and  
human-wolf coexistence in the Great Bear Rainforest. This project,  
in collaboration with the Haí†zaqv Nation, explores how wolves thrive 
when allowed to maintain stable family units, free from human  
interference. Wolves in this region, some living over ten years,  
provide a rare glimpse into pack longevity.

This coexistence research uses various minimally-invasive monitoring 
tools, such as trail cameras, audio recorders and scat collection dogs.  
An important hypothesis for this unique area with so little human-
caused mortality, is that pack dynamics are expected to be far more  
stable, with less wolf-on-wolf aggression than observed in the far  
more persecuted populations of North America.



In this unusual setting, researchers are exploring transformative questions:

	 • 	 How do wolf populations fare when family units remain intact?

	 • 	 What behaviors emerge in undisturbed, stable environments?

	 •  	How do wolves interact with humans in regions of long-term coexistence?

	 •  	How can minimally-invasive tools be used to gather information 		
		  about wolves?

Last year, Living with Wolves proudly began supporting 
this important work, which is well-aligned with our 
mission to shed light on how stable pack dynamics— 
unhindered by persecution—can profoundly influence 
wolf behavior and contribute to long-term coexistence. 

The Great Bear Rainforest offers a stark contrast to 
regions where wolves are managed primarily by 
trapping and hunting. 

Along the coastal waters of the Great Bear Rainforest, wolves and the Haí†zaqv people fish for herring, each getting their fill, side by side, as they have for millennia.

A D V A N C I N G  R E S E A R C H

Great Bear Rainforest of British Columbia
Dr. Paul Paquet, a distinguished member of our Board 
of Directors, has dedicated his career to the study and 

conservation of wolves, and has been instrumental in 
shaping this research on wolves in the Great Bear Rainforest. 
With decades of experience, his groundbreaking work on 
wolf-prey relationships and the ecological role of predators 
has been foundational in advancing our understanding of 
wolf behavior and their interactions with the environment.

What distinguishes Dr. Paquet is not only the breadth of his 
accomplishments but the profound integrity and compassion 
with which he pursues them. He has long championed the 
idea that conservation goes beyond biological metrics, 
emphasizing the importance of ethics, values, and 
relationships in scientific work. Through mentorship and 
example, Paul has inspired countless scientists to embrace 
these dimensions, creating a more thoughtful and ethically 
grounded approach to conservation.

While this study in British Columbia is particularly close to 
his heart, Dr. Paquet’s influence extends far beyond this 
work. He continues to contribute to wolf conservation efforts 
in Riding Mountain National Park, other territories, and 
internationally, making a lasting impact on the future of 
wolf populations worldwide. His deep respect for nature is 
matched by his unwavering kindness 
and care for colleagues, collaborators, 
and even those who challenge his 
views. This unique combination of 
expertise and humanity ensures that 
his legacy will endure, inspiring all 
who are fortunate enough to work 
alongside him.
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In comparison to populations in regions  
like Yellowstone or the Great Lakes, where 
human persecution disrupts pack dynamics, 
the research challenges long-standing 
assumptions. Studying wolf behavior in 
areas where they are trapped and hunted 
might be akin to studying human behavior 
during times of war—both are so tainted 
by stress, disruption, and survival-driven 
actions, they might not be truly 

representative. This research flips the 
narrative, observing wolves in a setting 
where human coexistence has been 
achieved, providing an example that 
challenges outdated management models. 

For Living with Wolves, this study 
represents a rare and vital opportunity  
to advance our understanding of wolves  
in a way that could shape conservation 
efforts worldwide. It also offers lessons  

for managing other carnivores, showing  
the profound impact of allowing wildlife  
to thrive without interference.

We are proud to support Dr. Kyle Artelle, 
HIRMD, and their team in this 
transformative work, and we eagerly 
anticipate the insights that will continue  
to emerge from the Haí†zaqv Nation and  
the broader Great Bear Rainforest.



E D U C A T I O N A L  O U T R E A C H

Not far behind that extraordinary moment  
was when a young third grader came into the 
museum declaring he had read our book,  
Living with Wolves, more than ten times.  
Both occasions were unforgettable.  

This year, Living with Wolves reached new 
heights in educational outreach through 

scholastic programming at our wolf museum. 
Under the leadership of our Museum Director, 
Megan Smith, we developed curricula tailored 
for diverse audiences, integrating wolf 
biology, behavior, and conservation themes 
with content from our books, films, and 
photography.  

Inspiring a New Pack of  

Wolf Advocates
These efforts engaged students from pre-K 
through 8th grade, along with teachers, 
chaperones, and homeschool families. 

Over 7,000 visitors explored our exhibits this 
year, with the museum serving as a catalyst 
for inspiring change. Children of all ages have 
embraced our mission in creative ways. A local 
student, who visited the museum was so moved 
by the plight of wolves, he has spent the better 
part of last year developing an interactive app 
that he’s named “Howl.”  The app allows users to 
guide a lone wolf through the wilderness  

to reunite with its pack. He is seeking to  
inspire a community of “wolf defenders” 
through the app and his website,  
wolfdefender.org. His hard work caught  
the attention of Jane Goodall in London,  
who would like to get him involved in a local 
chapter of her Roots & Shoots youth action 
program, illustrating how the next generation 
can lead conservation efforts.

At the museum, we have witnessed a variety 
of other meaningful interactions with kids  
and adults alike. From out-of-town travel  

groups to students gaining hands-on  
experiences through exhibits, Living with  
Wolves is fostering lasting connections. 

Step by step, one visitor at a time, we are  
pleased to see our educational outreach 
programs making a difference for wildlife  
and wild places, helping to shape a future  
where wolves are better understood  
and valued.

Our Museum Director, Megan Smith, designed educational programs for audiences of all ages that aim to dispel myths and inform visitors about wolf behavior.

The Living with Wolves Museum has become a must-see destination for out-of-town visitors. 
One afternoon in July, five black SUVs pulled up in front of the museum. His Majesty, King 
Abdullah II of Jordan was paying us a visit. There are many ways to describe the remarkable 
successes of our headquarters in downtown Ketchum, Idaho, however entertaining His 
Majesty, a wolf advocate, has to be at the top of our list. 



      FEDERAL
National Wolf Recovery Plan

After more than two and a half years, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) responded to petitions seeking to 
restore federal protections under the Endangered Species  
Act (ESA) for wolves in the Northern Rockies and western 
United States. On February 2, 2024, federal officials returned 
a “not-warranted” decision, which prompted two lawsuits  
by several organizations seeking to overturn the decision.

In light of the controversy surrounding wolf management, 
USFWS announced plans to develop a first-ever nationwide 
wolf recovery plan by December 12, 2025. To inform such a 
plan, they launched a national initiative to facilitate 
dialogue between a diverse group of stakeholders including 
states, Tribes, environmental groups, livestock producers, 
hunters, and citizens to ensure balanced participation. The 
initiative aims to inform future policies and rulemaking 
about wolves while fostering understanding and 
collaboration among all parties.

Gray Wolves on Brink of Losing Federal Protections

The Biden Administration has taken the first step in a  
federal appeals court to resurrect a 2020 rule enacted  
under the Trump administration to eliminate federal ESA 
protections for wolves across the U.S. Once individual  
states regained authority for wolf management within  
their borders, some opted to open hunting and trapping  
seasons, while others, like California, maintained state- 
level endangered species status. 

The 2020 delisting rule was reversed in early 2022 by federal 
court order, restoring ESA protections to all populations 
except wolves in Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and some parts 
of Washington, Oregon, and Utah. Those populations have 
had no federal protections since 2011, when a rider was 
slipped into a must-pass federal budget bill introduced by  
Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID) and Sen. Jon Tester (D-MT).

Additionally, H.B. 764, misleadingly titled “Trust the Science 
Act,” was introduced by Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-CO) to strip 
ESA protections for all wolves in the lower 48 states—
except the Mexican wolf—and return management to 
individual states. 

Eliminating federal protection for wolves across the country 
is a move that will result in more wolves killed every year. 
Most states with gray wolf populations, such as Michigan, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin, stand ready to open hunting and 
trapping seasons as soon as federal protections are removed.

W O L F  N E W S  2 0 2 4       IDAHO
Wolf Trapping

In an effort to protect threatened grizzly bears from wolf traps in 
Idaho, a federal court ruled to prohibit wolf trapping and snaring  
on public and private lands from March 1 through November 30.  
The ruling applies to four of the seven Idaho Fish and Game 
administrative regions designated as grizzly bear habitat, granting 
Idaho’s wolves a much-needed reprieve from trapping. 

Wolf trapping will still be allowed during the three months grizzly 
bears are hibernating. Idaho’s wolf hunting season, separate from the 
trapping and snaring season, remains unaffected. A similar ruling 
was handed down in Montana last year, and efforts by both states to 
overturn the decisions are currently underway.

Compensation Bills

Livestock producers are compensated for confirmed wolf 
depredations through federal financial assistance provided to states 
and tribes under the Wolf Livestock Loss Demonstration Project Grant 
Program. In addition to these funds, HB 592 and HB 612 were passed 
in Idaho during the 2024 session that would establish state funds to 
be used to compensate livestock producers.  

      COLORADO
Reintroduction

In late December 2023, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) released  
ten gray wolves, captured in Oregon, into Grand and Summit Counties, 
fulfilling the voter-mandated Proposition 114 to reintroduce wolves  
to Colorado. 

The reintroduction has seen both progress and challenges. The first 
breeding pair produced five pups, forming the Copper Creek Pack. The 
adult male had been implicated in livestock predation but removing 
him would have compromised the chances of survival for the rest of 
the pack. Instead, CPW opted to relocate the entire pack. 

However, when the adult male was captured, he was reported to be 
injured, underweight and died five days later. The adult female and 
four pups remain in captivity with limited human interaction, while 
attempts to capture the fifth pup were abandoned. CPW plans to 
release them once the pups are mature enough. With the Copper  
Creek Pack in captivity, nine wolves remain on the landscape, 

contributing to a total of thirteen wolves currently in Colorado.

Looking ahead, CPW’s Wolf Restoration and Management Plan, 
initiated in 2023, aims to release 10-15 wolves annually for three  
to five years. This year, CPW has partnered with British Columbia to 
translocate up to 15 wolves after no states agreed to participate.  
These wolves are expected to be released between December 2024 
and March 2025. However, the plan has met resistance, with 26 
livestock and stockgrower organizations petitioning for a pause in 
reintroduction until more support for ranchers is provided. The groups 
also appealed to the Canadian government to reconsider supplying 
wolves to Colorado.

Despite the challenges, CPW remains committed to establishing a  
self-sustaining wolf population in Colorado, a step toward restoring 
balance to the state’s ecosystems and honoring the will of its citizens.

     WYOMING
Wolf Whacking Permissible

Running over wild animals with motor vehicles is not only legal  
in many states but is a recreational pastime for some individuals.  
On February 29, 2024 a young wolf was chased and run over by  
a snowmobile, gravely injured, and brought to the perpetrator’s 
house. Hours later, mouth taped shut, the wolf was muzzled,  
fitted with a shock collar, transported to a Wyoming bar, and 
paraded around before being killed. The Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department issued the man responsible a $250 fine for possessing  
a live, warm-blooded wild animal. The concern remains that such 
acts of animal cruelty are not in direct violation of Wyoming or 
federal law.

The Wyoming state legislature established the Treatment of 
Predators Working Group, assigning it the responsibility of 
developing a response to the deliberate running over, torture,  
and killing of a wild wolf within the state’s borders. Despite 
international outrage, the group agreed running over predatory 
animals is allowable, as long as a person “immediately uses all 
reasonable efforts to kill the injured or disabled predatory  
animal.” The working group considered including the term 
“humane” in regard to the killing of wildlife in the draft bill,  
but later removed the word on the grounds that the term  
was allegedly subject to broad interpretation.

In response to the mistreatment of the young Wyoming wolf,  
U.S. Congress H.B. 9568, commonly cited as the “Snowmobiles 
Aren’t Weapons Act,” was introduced in September “to prohibit  
any person from using a motor vehicle to intentionally run over  
or kill a wild animal on public lands, and for other purposes.”
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OUR MISSION: Living with Wolves is a 501c3 nonprofit organization dedicated to engaging the public  
worldwide in education, outreach and research to promote truth and understanding about wolves, 

while encouraging coexistence and inspiring people to take action to protect them.  
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